
Classical images  - Aselli  Aselli / Praesepe 

Ostia, Bath of the Cart Drovers  (Cisiarii) 
mosaic pavement, 126 AD 
(cf. Ling, pp. 44-46) 
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Paris, Cabinet des Médailles 
Aselli / Praesepe with Selene 
green and brown jasper 



Classical globes 

Mainz Globe 

Mainz globe  
n.b. – stars/eyes (?) on back and on legs 
 

Aselli / Praesepe  
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Aselli / Praesepe  Germanicus  mss 

Aberystwyth, NLW 
Ms  735 C 
n.b. –  vertical, with Gemini; Aselli as two 
bright stars  
 
  

 

  

 

II and III. = O  stemma (O1 or  ν ) 

vs. planisphere 
n.b. – Aselli  
 

vs. hemisphere 
n.b. – Aselli  

vs. rota 
n.b. – Aselli  
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      Ps-Eratosthenes 

Vatican BAV, 
Vat grec 1087 

planisphere 
 

Hemisphere - Praesepe 
 

Aselli / Praesepe 

zodiac rota - Praesepe 
 

no Aselli / Praesepe, no Gemini 

Aselli  / Praesepe 
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Aselli / Praesepe Revised Aratus Latinus 

St Gallen, Stiftsbibl 
Ms 250 
n.b. –  as bright star 
  
 
 

Ia. 
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Aselli / Praesepe ps-Bede, De signis caeli 

Klosterneuburg,                           
Stiftskirche, Ms 685 
n.b. –   as two bright stars 

Zwettl, Stiftskirche 
Ms 296 
n.b. –  same  
 
 

Vatican, BAV 
Vat lat 643 
n.b. –  same  
 
         

IIb. 
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De ordine ac positione  Aselli / Praesepe 

Madrid, Bib Nac 
Ms 3307 
n.b. –  same 

Berlin, Staatsbibl,                          
Ms lat 130 (Phill  1832) 
n.b. –  horizontal, with Aselli/Praesepe  

Ia. 

Monza, Bib capit 
Ms F. 9/176 (246) 
n.b. –  same 
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De ordine ac positione  Aselli / Praesepe 

Vatican BAV, 
Vat lat 645 
n.b. –  horizontal Cancer, with Aselli/Praespe  

Ib. 
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De ordine ac positione   Aselli / Praesepe 

IV. 

Paris BN  
lat 12117 
n.b. – as two bright stars      

Vatican BAV, 
Reg lat 309 
n.b. – as two bright stars      
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De ordine ac positione  
 

Aselli / Praesepe 

Paris BN,  
lat 8663 
n.b. –  Aselli  in shell 

Los Angeles, Getty Mus 
Ludwig XII, 5 
n.b. –  Aselli  in shell 

Singletons 

Reykjavik  
Ms 1812 
n.b. – with Aselli  below 
 

V. 
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Hyginus      Aselli / Praesepe 

Vatican BAV 
Reg lat 123 – planisphere 
n.b. –   as two bright stars 
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Hyginus   Aselli / Praesepe 

V. (singleton)  

Baltimore, Walters  Art Gallery 
Ms 734 
n.b. –   separate Aselli  with manger  
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Hyginus Aselli / Praesepe 

Berlin, Staatsbibl. 
Ms 8° 44 (Rose 962) 
n.b. –  crayfish, with Aselli  
and ‘praesepe asellorum’ 
label 

Munich, Staatsbibl 
Clm 59 
n.b. –  crayfish, wth Aselli  
 

Vatican BAV 
Pal.lat. 1369 
n.b. – as two bright stars 
 

Vatican BAV 
Pal.lat. 1389 
n.b. – as two bright stars 
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VI.   (singleton)  VI- related: German Star Books (‘secundum Hyginum’)  



Hyginus Aselli / Praesepe 

IXa.  

Milan, Bibl. Ambrosiana 
T. 47 sup 
n.b. –  crescent, Aselli as two bright stars 
 

Oxford, Bodleian Libr 
Can. class lat 179 
n.b. –  crescent, Aselli as two bright stars 
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Hyginus Aselli / Praesepe 

IXb.   

Milan, Bibl Trivulziana 
N. 690 (E 83) 
n.b. – Aselli as two bright stars 
 

IXc.   

Vatican, BAV 
Vat lat 3110 
n.b. – Aselli as two bright stars 
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Hyginus       Aselli / Praesepe 

IXd.  (distant singleton)  

Florence, Bibl Laurenziana 
Ashburnam 1148  
n.b. – crescent, Aselli as two bright stars  

Pavia, Bibl Univ 
Aldini 490 
n.b. – Aselli as two bright stars  
 

IXe.   

Florence, Bib Naz 
Plut 89, sup 43 
same 

Vatican., BAV 
Urb lat 1358 
same 

IXg.   
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Hyginus Aselli / Praesepe 

Venice: Ratdolt, 1482   

cf Michael Scot 
n.b. – Aselli as two bright stars 
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Vienna, ÖNB 
Vindob 3111  
n.b. – Aselli as two bright stars 
 



Basinio da Parma Aselli / Praesepe 

Ia.  

Rimini, Cassa di Risparmio 
London Sotheby’s sale 1992 
n.b. – Aselli as two bright stars 

Cambridge, CUL 
Dd IV  64 
same 

IIa.  

Parma,  Bib Palatina, 
Parm 1008 
same 
 
 

Oxford, Bodleian Libr 
Bodley 646 
same 
 

Venice, Bibl Marciana 
XII, 194 (4148) 
same 

Ib.  
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Basinio da Parma Aselli / Praesepe 

IIb.  

Rome Bibl Casanatense 
Ms 4059 
same 
 
 

Parma, Bibl Palatina 
Parm 27 
same 
 

Munich, BSB 
Clm 15743 
same 
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Basinio da Parma  Aselli / Praesepe 

III.  

London, Wellcome Coll 
WMS 122 – crescent, with tail (!), Aselli as 
two bright stars 

Bologna, Bibl Com 
Ms 173 – crayfish, Aselli as two bright stars 

IV.  VI.  

Florence, Bibl Marucelliana 
Ms C. CCLI –  cf. Hyginus, Ratdolt 1482; Aselli 
as two bright stars 
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Basinio da Parma Aselli / Praesepe 

Padua, Bibl. Universitaria Krakow, Rps BJ 3706 

? 
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? 



Michael Scot Aselli / Praesepe 

Munich, Staatsbibl 
Clm 10268 
n.b. – Aselli as two bright stars 

N  Italian Group – Ia.   

Oxford, Bodleian Libr 
Bodley Ms 266 
n.b. – Aselli as two bright stars 
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Michael Scot Aselli / Praesepe 

N  Italian Group – Ib. 

St Petersburg, Nat Libr 
Ms lat F V IX, no. 1 
n.b. – vertical crayfish; Aselli as 
two bright stars 
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Michael Scot Aselli / Praesepe 

N  Italian Group – Ie. 

Padua, Bibl Seminario 
Cod. 48 
n.b. – Aselli as two bright stars 
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Michael Scot Aselli / Praesepe 

Bohemian Group – IIIa. 

Vienna, ONB 
Vindob 2352 
n.b. – Aselli as two bright stars 
 
 

Vienna, ONB 
Vindob 2378 
n.b. –  crayfish; Aselli as two bright stars 
(labelled) 
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Michael Scot 

Bohemian  – IIIa. 

Prague NK,  
Ms III. C. 2 

Bohemian – IIIb. 

Paris BN 
lat 7408A 
n.b. – crayfish; n.b. – Aselli as two bright stars 
  
 

? 

Aselli / Praesepe 
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Michael Scot Aselli / Praesepe 

Edinburgh, Royal Observatory 
Ms Cr 3. 23 

Florence, BNC 
Magl. XXII, 22  
 

27 
Krakow, Bibl Jagiellonska 
Rps 573 
 

? 

? 

? 



Michael Scot Aselli / Praesepe 

Prague NK,  
Ms XXVI A 3 
n.b. – crayfish; Aselli as two bright stars 
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Michael Scot Aselli / Praesepe   

Berlin, Staatsbibl 
Ms germ fol 244 – with labours 
same  

Darmstadt, Hess Hochschulbibl. 
Ms 266  
n.b. – Aselli as two bright stars 
 

German mss – IVa. 

Salzburg, Studienbibl 
2 G 8/13 
same 
 
 

Vatican, BAV 
Pal lat  1370 
same 29 



Michael Scot 

Coburg, Bayerisches 
Landesbibl 
Ms 5 

German mss  

Freiburg, Univ.-bibl. 
Ms 458 

Heidelberg, Univ.-bibl. 
Pal germ 458 

Aselli / Praesepe 
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Edinburgh, Roy Obs Library 
Ms Cr 4 6 

? ? 

? ? 



Michael Scot 

Karlsruhe, Badische 
Landisbibl. 
Ms K 2790 

German mss – IVa. 

Aselli / Praesepe 
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Nürnberg, Germanisches 
Nationalmus. 
Ms 7082 

? ? 



Aselli / Praesepe Michael Scot - derived 

Venice: Ratdolt, 1482   Bartolommeo  da Parma 

Cambridge, Emmanuel College 
Ms 70 
n.b. – crayfish; Aselli as two bright stars  
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Metz, Bibl. Com.  
Ms 287  
 

? 



Aselli / Praesepe Michael Scot - derived 

Fazio degli Uberti 

Paris,  BN,  
Ital 81  
n.b. – Aselli as two bright stars 
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Modena, Bibl. Estense 
Ms ital 483 (α. P. 47)  

? 



Aselli / Praesepe Michael Scot - derived 

London, BL 
Arundel Ms 66 
n.b. – Aselli as two bright stars 
 

Guido Bonatti 
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Domenico d’Arezzo Aselli / Praesepe 

Vatican BAV 
Val Lat  3121 
n.b. –   two versions; note different placement of stars 
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non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Kitāb suwar al-kawākib al-ṯābita) 
 

Aselli / Praesepe     

Doha, Mus of Islamic Art 
Ms 2. 1998. SO (= Sotheby’s 1998, 
lot 34) 
Dated April  1125 AD; Baghdād 
n.b. – Aselli as nebula 
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non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Kitāb suwar al-kawākib al-ṯābita) 
 

Aselli / Praesepe 

Oxford, Bodleian Libr 
Ms Marsh 144   
1009-1010 AD; Shiraz (?), Iran 
n.b. – Aselli as nebula 

 Vatican, BAV 
Ross 1033 
1224 AD, Ceuta (?) N Africa 
n.b. – Aselli as 1 large star 
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non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Kitāb suwar al-kawākib al-ṯābita)                    Aselli / Praesepe 
 

Paris BN 
Arabe 2488 
mid-13th C, Ceuta (?) N Africa 
n.b. – Aselli as nebula 
 

Paris BN 
Arabe 2489 
1266-67 AD; Syria? 
n.b. – Aselli as nebula 
 

38 



non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Kitāb suwar al-kawākib al-ṯābita) 
 

Aselli / Praesepe 

London BL 
Or 5323 
1260-80; Maragha (?), NW Iran 

Cairo, National Libr 
Ms Dar al-Kutub miqãt 390 
1300 AD  

?  

NY, Metropolitan Mus 
Ms Rogers Fund 1913 
c. 1400, Samarkand –  one large star surrounded by 4 

?  

Oxford, Bodleian Libr 
Pococke 257 
1303/04; Aleppo 

Escorial 
Ms 915 
20 March 1364 AD 

?  ?  
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non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Kitāb suwar al-kawākib al-ṯābita) 
 

Aselli / Praesepe 

Paris BN 
Ms arabe 5036 
c. 1430-40, Samarkand 
n.b. – Aselli as nebula 
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non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Kitāb suwar al-kawākib al-ṯābita) 
 

      Aselli / Praesepe 

Paris BN 
Arabe 2491 
1770 AD 
n.b. – Aselli as nebula 
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non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Kitāb suwar al-kawākib al-ṯābita) 
 

Aselli / Praesepe 

Copenhagen,  Kong. Bibl. 
Ms  arabe 83 
25 May 1602 AD; Medina;  copied from copy dated 1013/14 
AD believed to be al-Sufi’s  own copy 
n.b. – Aselli as nebula 
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non-Latin Eastern mss (al-Sufi, Kitāb suwar al-kawākib al-ṯābita) 
 

Aselli / Praesepe 

St Petersburg, Inst Or Studs 
Ms n.s. 191 
16th C; Istanbul ? 
n.b. – Aselli as nebula ? 
 
 

Princeton,  Univ Libr 
Ms Garrett 2259 Yehuda 
al-Sufi, dated 3 Jan 1607 
n.b. – Aselli as nebula 
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non-Latin Eastern mss - Qazwini Aselli / Praesepe 

Washington DC, Freer 
Ms 1954 -52 (ex-Sarre) 
Qazwini 

Paris BN 
Arabe 2178 
1762-63 AD 
Qazwini – central star = Praesepe? 
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non-Latin Eastern mss – misc Aselli / Praesepe 

Oxford, Bodleian Libr 
Or. 133 
Kitab al-bulhan comp. 
Late 14th c 
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Sufi latinus – I   

Paris, Bibl Arsenale 
Ms 1036 
n.b. – Aselli as cluster 

Aselli / Praesepe 
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Sufi latinus - II Aselli / Praesepe 

Berlin, Staatsbibl, KK 
Ms 78 D 12 
n.b. – same 

Prague, Strahov DA. II. 33 
n.b. – Aselli as cluster 
 
 

47 



Sufi latinus - II Aselli / Praesepe 

Gotha, Forshungsbibl 
Membr II 141 
n.b. – Aselli as cluster 
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Sufi latinus - III Aselli / Praesepe 

Catania, Bibl Univ 
Ms Univ Ar, 387 
n.b. – Aselli as nebula 
 

Vienna, ONB 
Cod 5318 
n.b. – Aselli as nebula 
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Alfonsine iconography Aselli / Praesepe 

Vatican BAV  
Reg lat 1283a 

Vatican BAV  
Vat lat 8174 
n.b. – Aselli as 2 bright stars ? 
 

El Escorial                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       and 2 more 
Ms h 115 
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Alfonsine  Stellar  Tables Aselli / Praesepe  

Oxford, Bodleian Libr 
Rawl C 117 
n.b. – Aselli as four stars                                         Aselli as two stars 

Vatican, BAV 
Urb lat 1399 
n.b. – crayfish; Aselli as two stars 
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Alfonsine  Stellar  Tables Aselli / Praesepe  

Bergamo, Bibl A Mai 
Ms Sigma II 2 
 

Vatican, BAV 
Vat lat 3099 
n.b. – crayfish; Aselli as two stars 
 

? 
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